WB p. 44, ex. 4 READING When is it time to stop studying?

Its 10 p.m. and six government employees are out checking the streets of Seoul,

South Korea. But these are not police officers looking for teenagers who are
behaving badly. Their mission is to find children who are still studying. And stop

them.

Education in South Korea is very competitive. The aim of almost every
schoolchild is to get into one of the country's top universities. Only the pupils
with the best marks get a place. The school day starts at 8 a.m. and pupils finish
studying somewhere between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m. at night. This is because many
go to private academies called hagwons after school. Around 74% of all pupils
attend a hagwon after their regular classes finish. A year’s course costs, on
average, $2,600 per pupil. In Seoul, there are more private tutors than school
teachers, and the most popular ones make millions of dollars a year from online

and in-person classes. Most parents rely on private tutoring to get their children

into university.

With so much time spent in the classroom, all that pupils at South Korean
secondary schools do is study and sleep. Some of them are so exhausted that
they cannot stay awake the next day at school. It is a common sight to see a
teacher explaining the lesson while the third of the pupils are asleep on their
desks. The teachers don't seem to mind. There are even special pillows for sale
that fit over the arms of the chairs to make sleeping in class more comfortable.
Ironically, the pupils spend the lessons sleeping so that they can stay up late

studying that night.

The South Korean government has been aware of the faults in the system for

some time, but now they have passed some reforms. Today, school teachers
and head teachers in state schools have to meet certain standards or do

additional training.

However, the biggest challenge for the government is the hagwons. The
hagwons have been banned from having classes after 10 p.m. which is why
there are street patrols looking for children who are studying after that time. If
they find someone in class, the owner of the hagwon is punished and the pupils
are sent home. It's a strange world, where some children have to be told to stop

studying while others are reluctant to start.

10 yacoB M WeCTb roCyAapCTBEHHbIX CYKALMX NPOBEPAIOT yauubl Ceyna,
lOxkHas Kopes. Ho 3To He nonuueickue, KOTopble ULLYT NOAPOCTKOB, KOTOpble
BeAyT ceba nnoxo. Mx 3agaya - HalTK geTei, KoTopble Bee ewle yyatca. U

OCTaHOBUTb MX.

O6pasoBaHue B KOxHol Kopee o4eHb cocTA3aTenbHO. Lienb NoYTh Kaxkaoro
LUKO/IbHMKA - NOMACTb B OA4MH M3 IYYLIMX YHUBEPCUTETOB CTPaHbl. TONbKO
YYEHUKM C NYHLWMMM OTMETKAMM NONYYatoT MecTo. LLIKONbHBIN AeHb HauMHaeTca
B 8 yTpa, a y4eHUKM 3aKaHuMBatoT obyueHue rge-to mexkay 10 u 1 yac Houn. 3To
NOTOMY, YTO MHOTWE M3 HUX OTMPAaBAAIOTCA B YaCTHble aKaZeMunu, HasbiBaemMble
X3rBOHaMM nocne WwKonbl. OKoNo 74% BCex yHEHMKOB NOCELLLAIOT X3rBOH nocne
OKOHYaHMA X 06bIYHbIX 3aHATUIA. CTOMMOCTb Kypca B cpegHem coctasaseT 2600
[0NNapOoB 3a y4eHuKa. B Ceyne 6onblue YacTHbIX NpenoasaTtenei, yem
LUKO/IbHbBIX YYUTENEeN, a CaMble MONyAApHbIe U3 HUX COCTaBAAIOT MUIUOHbI
[0NNapOB B rof, U3 OHNANH-U INYHBIX 3aHATUIA. BONbLWMHCTBO poguTenei
NONAraloTCA Ha YacTHblE YPOKM, YTOObI 3aBECTU CBOUX AeTel B YHUBEpCUTET.

C TakuM 60O/IbLUMM KONMYECTBOM BPEMEHMU, MPOBEAEHHbBIM B K/acCe, BCE, YTO
[enaloT 4eTU B HOXKHOKOPEMCKMX CPeAHUX LWKOIax, 3To yuyeba u coH. HekoTopble
M3 HUX HaCTO/IbKO UCTOLLLEHbI, YTO Ha CNEAYIOLMIA AEHD B LKONE OHWU HE MOTYT
MPOCHYTLCA. ITO 06bIYHOE 3penuLLe, KOraa yunTenb OB bACHAET YPOK, a TPETb U3
YYEHMKOB CNUT Ha CBOMX CTONAX. YUUTENA, MOXOXKE, HE BO3pasKatoT. ECTb Aae
cneuumanbHble NOAYLWKM ANA NPOAAXKM, KOTOPble NOAXOAAT ANA NOANOKOTHUKMU
CTyNbeB, YTobbI cAeNaTh COH B Knacce 6onee KOMPOPTHbIM. Kak HM CTpaHHO,

YYEHUKU NPOBOAAT 3aHATUA, 4TO6bI OHM MOrAN NO34HO NOXXUTbCA B TY HOYb.

MpasuTtenbcTso KOxHOM Kopeu yxKe HEKOTOpOe BpeMsa 0CO3HA/I0 HEAOCTATKM B
cucTeme, HO Tenepb OHW NPOBe HekoTopble pedpopmbl. CeroaHa LWKObHbIE
yuuTeNa n AMpeKTopa B rocyAapCTBEHHbIX LLIKOAX AONKHbI COOTBETCTBOBATbL

onpeseneHHbIM CTaHAAPTaM UM NPOBOAUTL AOMONHUTE/IbHYIO MOAFOTOBKY.

OpaHaKo camoli 6onblioli npobnemoit ANs NPaBUTENbCTBA ABAAETCA XarBOH.
XarsoHam 6b1710 3anpeLLeHo NPoBOAUTL 3aHATMA nocse 10 Beyepa, No3ToMy
€CTb Y/IMYHbIEe NATPYAW, KOTOPbIE ULLYT AeTei, KOTopble y4aTca Noc/ie 3Toro
BpemeHu. ECIv OHM HaxoAAT KOro-To B Kaacce, BNagenel, XxarsoHa
HaKa3blBAEeTCA, @ YYEHUKOB OTNPABAAIOT LOMOW. ITO CTPAHHbIN MUP, rae
HEKOTOPbIM AETAM MPUXOANTCA FOBOPUTL NPEKPATUTL y4eby, a Apyrue He XoTaT

Ha4YnHaTb.



